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MEETING MINUTES


PLACE OF MEETING:	Conference Call

DATE OF MEETING:	Thursday, April 27, 2017 

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:
AIG Global Property	Wally Ebner
Bachman Electronic Corp.	Brian Hill
Boulder Wind Consulting	Sandy Butterfield
EAPC Wind Energy Services	Bob Sherwin
EDP Renewables North America LLC	Itai Suez
First Solar, Inc.	Sumanth Lokanath
GE Power & Water	Toby Gillespie
[bookmark: _GoBack]Intertek……………………………………………………..Joseph Spossey
Leidos Maritime Solutions	Rick Williams
McNiff Light Industry	Brian McNiff
NextEra Energy, Inc.	Dan Brake
National Renewable Energy Laboratory	Sarah Kurtz, Jeroen van Dam
Resolute Marine Energy, Inc.	William Staby
Siemens Wind Power Americas	Luis Carbonell
SNMREC	Gabe Alsenas
SOH Wind Engineering	Robert Stewart
Underwriters Laboratories LLC	Kenneth Boyce
Verdant Power	Jonathan Colby

VOTING MEMBERS ABSENT:
DNV KEMA Renewables, Inc.	Luke Simmons
Iberdrola Renewables	Scott Winneguth
Sempra US Gas and Power	Ted Reguly

MEMBERS ABSENT 3 OR MORE CONSECUTIVE MEETINGS:
DEPCOM Power	Ray Immelman

OTHERS PRESENT:
Sunset Technology Inc.	Non-voting Member

PRESIDING OFFICER:	Bob Sherwin, Chair

I.	ADMINISTRATION

A. Chair’s Introductions & Announcements

Chair Bob Sherwin called the meeting to order at approximately 12:00 PM  (EST), welcoming all members present.  The main purpose of this meeting is to debrief the committee on the recent ME-OMC and WE-OMC meetings, and to prepare for the upcoming PV-OMC meeting.

B. Review of Antitrust & Meeting Guidelines

Secretary George Kelly provided a brief overview of the antitrust and meeting guidelines. 

The purpose of antitrust laws is to preserve economic competition in the marketplace by prohibiting, among other things, unreasonable restraints of trade. In ARESCA activities, it is important to recognize that participants often represent competitive interests. Antitrust laws require that all competition be open and unrestricted.  It is ARESCA's policy, and the policy of each of its committees and subcommittees, to conduct all business and activity in full compliance with international, federal and state antitrust and competition laws.

C. Quorum Determination and Roster Review

The committee consists of twenty-one (21) voting members, 14-Industry, 6-CBs, and 1-General.  At least a majority of the voting members need to be present to constitute a quorum to establish a duly constituted meeting for the purpose of conducting business.

Note: DEPCOM Power’s voting status is currently recorded as “Observer” due to missing three or more consecutive meetings: Intertek has missed two consecutive meetings.  Sunset Technology has elected to become a non-voting member since George Kelly has taken on the role of secretary.

Of the twenty-one (21) voting members, eighteen (18) were present constituting a quorum to conduct business.

The secretary circulated the Committee Roster as an attachment to the agenda.   It was requested that each member review their contact details and to report updates to the secretary as needed.	 

D. Review/Approve Agenda 

After a brief discussion, the agenda was approved as circulated. 


E. Acceptance of Previous Minutes

The minutes of the February 2, 2017 meeting were circulated to members on February 10 for review and approval.  Members were advised that if no comments were received by February 24, the minutes would be automatically approved.  No comments or corrections were received.

ACTION:  The secretary to confirm the approved February meeting minutes are uploaded to the ARESCA website.


II.	SECTOR ACTIVITIES (OMC LEVEL)


A. ME-OMC (Gabe Alsenas)

1. [bookmark: _Hlk479262577]Gabe reported results from the ME-OMC meeting held 21-22 March in Madrid, Spain. 

2. In general, a productive meeting; WG360 has made good progress.

3. No votes on documents but several decisions were made.

4. Discussion about formation of SG’s and liaison with IEA.

5. Jonathan Colby was nominated for a second term as ME-OMC chair.

6. RoP out for vote; first OD approved; expect 2nd by end of year; then start working on TL/CB acceptance.

7. Updated business plan - Discussion of who will be customers; have some marketing to do. Sandy says this is as expected given the stage of the ME industry.

B. WE-OMC (Bob Sherwin)

1. Bob reported results from the WE-OMC meeting held 5-7 April in Boulder, CO.

2. The meeting was held in conjunction with the TC88 plenary and several project team meetings.  The US was well represented.

3. Peer review - lengthy discussion about content of assessment reports; probably resolved for TLs but not for CBs.
a. Jonathan has heard objections from US TLs; in general, the information in the summary reports is insufficient but Geneva is afraid to divulge IP.
b. Sandy said the transition plan was intended to be easy for CBs; things will get harder as review process matures; discussion will continue over the next several years.
c. Jeroen thinks that the reports should be clearer about what was done and what standards were used; this will improve confidence.

4. Fees - previously not adequate to support system; new proposal was accepted; still questions about when fees are collected.

5. Content of certificates - less confidence in Power curves provided in past few years; discussed between End Users and OEMs; likely to change requirements after further discussions.

6. Status of transition plan - some docs still not ready, but US strongly opposed to extension.  Agreed to 1-year extension only in areas that still need ODs.
a. Sandy said CAB doesn’t want to extend beyond Aug-2018; will be confirmed at June CAB meeting.
b. Jeroen thinks we need to identify countries that have laws requiring certification to 61400-22 but aren’t participating in IECRE yet.

7. Sandy observes that real progress occurs when SG’s can meet and lobby each other; also, that Wally’s Brooklyn Bridge analogy was very effective.

C. PV-OMC (George Kelly)

1. Selection of new sector group leader - Itai and Sumanth both interested; may be affected by election of new vice-chair
2. Preparation for the PV-OMC Meeting 19-23 Jun 2017 in Budapest, Hungary
a. Voting Documents: PV-OMC/084/DFA - Document for approval regarding whether Auditor training for IEC 62941 (module manufacturing quality) is necessary 
i. Sumanth expressed the opinion that audits should be standardized as much as possible; this reduces burden on manufacturers who would otherwise have to deal with multiple audits
ii. Joe Spossey expressed the opinion that common training would be helpful to build trust
iii. Sandy noted that the REMC have started a review of the WE-OMC peer assessments to date; we should be able to apply some of the conclusions to PV audits.
iv. Sumanth recommends a new WG in the PV-OMC to review, approve and manage training.  The committee agreed unanimously that during the discussion in Budapest, the US should propose forming a new WG to manage the auditor training.

b. The following Delegates were approved by unanimous consent of the committee:
Sumanth Lokanath (HoD), 
George Kelly (TC82 Secretary) 

ACTION:  The secretary to send list to IECRE secretariat.


III.	OTHER BUSINESS


A. ELECTION OF NEW VICE CHAIR (Jonathan Colby)

1. Process and schedule similar to Chair election; prefer to have somebody from PV sector; prefer to have completed before August meeting.
ACTION: GK to issue call for nominations (1 month) followed by ballot; then submit results to CAPCC for endorsement.

B. TREASURER’S REPORT (Gabe Alsenas)

1. 2017 financial status is good so far; slightly better than budget.
2. Reminder about invoicing and payment of dues; only 4-5 still to pay.
3. Recruitment of new members (Bob Sherwin) was in our financial plan (needed to build reserves); Dan and Bob working on a few candidates (mostly banks and insurers); inflation of Swiss francs working against us; please notify Bob or Wally if you know anybody.
4. Sumanth suggested that non-voting access to documents would encourage more participation.  The secretary confirmed that his would require a change of the rules, and will make this an agenda item for August.



C. WORKING GROUPS & STAKEHOLDER GROUPS
 
1. Wally & Sumanth were approved for WG004 (SL will attend Budapest meeting); Bill Staby is representing the ME-OMC
2. Anant Jain to replace Paul Moliski for Intertek; approved for SG550, SG551 and WG501.

D. OPEN BALLOTS (George Kelly)


	Doc #
	Title
	US Voting Deadline

	REMC/122/DV
	Ratification of CEPRI, UL-DEWI, IDR/UPM and COWI A/S as RETLs 
	29-Apr

	REMC/123/DV
	Approval of WG 004 Terms of Reference
	29-Apr

	REMC/124/DV 
	Report of the Treasurer on the 2016 Accounts for the IECRE
	8-May

	REMC/119/DV
	Ratification of TÜV SÜD as RECB 
	16-May

	ME-OMC/060/DV
	To approve Draft of ME-OMC WG306 revenue projections and business plan for the period 2019 - 2023
	16-May

	ME-OMC/059/DV
	To approve IECRE 03 Ed. 1.0 Rules of Procedure
	27-May

	REMC/126/DV
	Ratification of SOH Wind Engineering as RETL for Anemometer calibration 
	29-May



Note: US voting deadline is set approximately one week before IECRE deadline to allow for resolution of comments if necessary.
Have been close to missing quorum on a few ballots; would like to have 4-5 more regular voters
Important to continue submitting all ballots to the IECRE to avoid possible change in membership status


E. ACTION ITEM REVIEW (Bob Sherwin)

1. Secretary to issue call for nominations for Vice Chair.

2. Secretary to inform Central Office of US delegates for PV-OMC.

3. Secretary to confirm the approved February meeting minutes are uploaded to the ARESCA website.



IV.	MEETING SCHEDULE

1. George Kelly and Bill Staby to attend CAPCC meeting (Pittsburgh) in June; officers to comment on slides drafted by secretary.

2. Bob and Jonathan both may attend to September CAPCC meeting (Corning).

3. Bob to provide details about August meeting before end of May; Bachmann will host a reception 22-May (including others outside IECRE).


	
USNC/IECRE Meeting Schedule and Associated Meetings


	24-26 Jan 2017
	USNC/CAPCC-TMC-Council
	Fremont, CA

	2 Feb 2017
	USNC/IECRE - Establish US position on ME-OMC and WE-OMC agenda items
	Conference Call

	16-17 Mar 2017
	TC 114 Marine Energy
	Madrid, Spain

	21-22 Mar 2017
	ME-OMC Meetings
	Madrid, Spain

	3-4 Apr 2017
	TC 88 Wind Energy
	Boulder, CO

	5-7 Apr 2017
	WE-OMC Meetings
	Boulder, CO

	27 April 2017
	USNC/IECRE - Delegate debrief of ME-OMC and WE-OMC; Establish US position on PV-OMC agenda items
	Conference Call

	18-19 May 2017
	TC 82 Solar PV
	Nara, Japan

	6-8 Jun 2017
	USNC/CAPCC-TMC-Council
	Pittsburgh, PA

	19-23 Jun 2017
	PV-OMC Meetings
	Budapest, Hungary

	22-23 Aug 2017
	USNC/IECRE - Delegate debrief of PV-OMC; Establish US position on November REMC and OMC agenda items 
	Boston, MA

	12-14 Sep 2017
	USNC/CAPCC-TMC-Council
	Corning, NY

	9-13 Oct 2017
	81st IEC General Meeting SMB/CAB/Council
	Vladivostok, Russia

	6-7 Nov 2017
	2017 REMC Annual Meeting, 
	Feldkirch, Austria

	7-8 Nov 2017
	IECRE PV-OMC Meeting
	Feldkirch, Austria

	9-10 Nov 2017
	IECRE WE-OMC Meeting
	Feldkirch, Austria

	Late Nov 2017
	USNC/IECRE - Delegate debrief of REMC & OMC; approve 2018 budget
	Conference Call




V.	ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 1:49 pm on April 27, 2017.
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